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Media release 
 
EAO 2013: Straumann presents data and innovations that may 
change paradigms in implant dentistry 
 

 Launch of Roxolid® SLActive® implants in full range of sizes could lead to 
less invasive treatments with smaller implants 

 New ceramic implant enters controlled market release 

 Scientific update on new fully-synthetic bone regeneration material 

 Collaboration agreement with 3Shape for CADCAM abutments with 
original Straumann connections 

 
Dublin/Basel, 17 October 2013 – At the 22nd Annual Scientific Meeting of the European 
Association for Osseointegration in Dublin, Straumann today provided an update on 
several initiatives that may lead to paradigm shifts in implant dentistry.  
 
Roxolid SLActive – setting new standards, reducing invasiveness 
The Group has just launched its Roxolid SLActive implants in a full range of sizes to help 
avoid bone augmentation procedures – saving patients trauma, discomfort, time and 
money, and thus increasing patient acceptance. Until now, only Straumann’s smallest-
diameter implants – which are designed for use in narrow spaces or where bone is 
limited – have been produced in Roxolid. But, based on extensive clinical evidence and 
with the goals of reducing invasiveness and making treatment possible for patients with 
insufficient bone, Straumann now offers all its implants in Roxolid together with the 
SLActive surface for accelerated osseous healing and the new Loxim™ Transfer piece 
for improved handling convenience.  
 
Straumann’s new Roxolid 4mm Tissue Level ‘Short Implant’ was also presented in 
Dublin. This is the shortest implant Straumann has ever sold and it is designed to avoid 
extensive augmentation procedures in patients with insufficient vertical bone for 
conventional implants. It is backed by long-term clinical data, showing excellent 
performance over 5 years1. 
  
Speaking about Roxolid and SLActive at the Straumann Corporate Forum, Professor 
David Cochran, Chairman of the Department of Periodontics at the University of Texas 
Health Science Center at San Antonio Dental School, noted: “these technologies will 
increase the clinician’s confidence to use shorter and narrower implants that reduce the 
invasiveness of implant treatment”2. 
 
New ceramic implant – an innovative evidence-based alternative  
Clinical results were also published on Straumann’s new ceramic implant, which has 
now entered a controlled market release.  
 
In terms of esthetics, ceramic materials offer a significant advantage to metals in dental 
applications. Furthermore, ceramic provides a good biocompatible alternative for 

                                                 
1 Slotte Christer et al, Four-mm implants supporting fixed partial dentures in the posterior mandible. 5-year 
results from a multicenter study . Presented at the 20th Annual Scientific Meeting of the European 
Association of Osseointegration, 10-13 October 2012, Copenhagen, Denmark. 
2 If a GBR procedure can be avoided 
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patients who ask for metal-free implants. However until now, the main drawback has 
been concern about mechanical predictability.  
 
Straumann has overcome this hurdle through an innovative manufacturing process 
followed by a ‘proof-test’, in which every implant is tested mechanically – a level of 
quality checking that is exceptional in the dental implant industry. 
  
The esthetic properties are also exceptional: unlike pure white ceramics, Straumann’s 
implant has a translucent ivory color like natural tooth roots.  
 
To further ensure reliability, Straumann has used a one-piece design (monotype), which 
integrates the implant and the abutment. In addition, the company has succeeded in 
creating a ceramic surface texture that is similar to, and performs like, the SLA® surface 
used on its titanium implants to enhance and shorten the healing process. Further 
details on the novel ZLA™ surface can be found in the current edition of Starget3. 
 
The new implant is the result of a 7-year development program that has been driven by 
Straumann’s unique expertise in implant design and its 60 year heritage of material 
innovation. Typically, the company has chosen to test the product clinically before 
introducing it to the market. Initial results from the clinical program were published at the 
EAO: in a multicenter study with 41 patients, success and survival rates of 98% were 
reported with zero implant fractures after one year 4. Clinicians also reported pleasing 
esthetic results and excellent gum tissue condition around the implant. 
 
Based on the very positive results to date, a further 500 implants have been issued to 
clinics in a controlled market release. Providing the reports continue to be favorable, 
Straumann expects to launch the product on a broader scale in 2014.  
 
Although the requirement for metal-free alternatives is not generally considered to be a 
major driver of the market, the availability of highly esthetic ceramic implants with similar 
performance, flexibility and predictability to their metal predecessors would undoubtedly 
change implant dentistry. Straumann’s new ceramic implant may be a first step in this 
direction.  
 
Scientific update on new fully-synthetic bone regeneration material 
With the goal of developing an enhanced bone augmentation material that converts 
rapidly into vital bone and preserves volume, Straumann has been conducting research 
into synthetic bone substitutes focusing on innovative biphasic calcium phosphate 
ceramics. Good progress has been made in tailoring the composition to achieve 
optimal regenerative characteristics. Very encouraging preclinical results were 
presented in Dublin and clinical evaluation is underway. 
 
Collaboration agreement with 3Shape for CADCAM abutments with original 
Straumann connections 
Apart from the EAO news, Straumann announced a collaboration agreement with 
3Shape A/S, a leader in 3D scanners and CADCAM software solutions, which makes it 
possible for users of 3Shape’s Dental System™ to produce customized restorations for 
Straumann Bone and Tissue Level implants with an original Straumann connection. To 
do this, 3Shape has integrated a Straumann library in its software, enabling dental 

                                                 
3 Starget 3, 2013 pp.20 – available at www.straumann.com 
4 Gahlert M, Kniha H, Weingart D, Schild S, Eicholz P, Nickles K, Borman K-H, Prospective Open Label 
Single Arm Study to Evaluate the Performance of Straumann Ceramic Implants Monotype CIM (Zirconium 
dioxide) in single tooth gaps in the maxilla and mandible. EAO 2013, Poster 252 
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technicians to model two-piece abutments using a pre-manufactured Straumann® 
Variobase and a customized restoration that can be milled in the lab or a local milling 
center. 
 
Straumann firmly believes that using original components is in the patient's best 
interest and its guarantee becomes invalid if systems are mixed. The Variobase 
implant kit offers labs a precise, reliable solution for producing their own abutments 
with an original Straumann connection. The agreement reflects Straumann’s efforts to 
offer the broadest range of prosthetic possibilities and flexibility with guaranteed 
precision and reliability. 
 
 
About Straumann 
Headquartered in Basel, Switzerland, Straumann (SIX: STMN) is a global leader in implant, restorative 
and regenerative dentistry. In collaboration with leading clinics, research institutes and universities, 
Straumann researches, develops and manufactures dental implants, instruments, prosthetics and tissue 
regeneration products for use in tooth replacement and restoration solutions or to prevent tooth loss. 
Straumann currently employs approximately 2300 people worldwide and its products and services are 
available in more than 70 countries through its broad network of distribution subsidiaries and partners. 
 
 
Straumann Holding AG, Peter Merian-Weg 12, 4002 Basel, Switzerland 
Phone: +41 (0)61 965 11 11 / Fax: +41 (0)61 965 11 01 
E-mail: corporate.communication@straumann.com or investor.relations@straumann.com 
Homepage: www.straumann.com 
 
 
Contacts: 
 
Corporate Communication: 
Mark Hill : +41 (0)61 965 13 21 
Thomas Konrad: +41 (0)61 965 15 46 
 
Investor Relations: 
Fabian Hildbrand: +41 (0)61 965 13 27 
 
 
Straumann Media Releases subscription: 
www.straumann.com/en/home/investor-relations/ir-contacts-and-services/subscription.html 
 
RSS feed subscription: 
www.straumann.com/en/home/media/media-releases.news.rss  
 
 
Disclaimer 
This release contains certain forward-looking statements, which can be identified by the use of terminology 
such as ’could lead to’, ‘to help avoid’, ‘goal, or similar wording. Such forward-looking statements reflect the 
current views of management and are subject to known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors 
that may cause actual results, performance or achievements of the Group to differ materially from those 
expressed or implied. These include risks related to the success of and demand for the Group’s products, 
the potential for the Group’s products to become obsolete, the Group’s ability to defend its intellectual 
property, the Group’s ability to develop and commercialize new products in a timely manner, the dynamic 
and competitive environment in which the Group operates, the regulatory environment, changes in currency 
exchange rates, the Group’s ability to hire and retain key talented individuals, to generate revenues and 
profitability, to realize its expansion projects in a timely manner, and to maintain its business relationships 
with suppliers, customers and other third parties. Should one or more of these risks or uncertainties 
materialize, or should underlying assumptions prove incorrect, actual results may vary materially from those 
described in this report. Straumann is providing the information in this release as of this date and does not 
undertake any obligation to update any forward-looking statements contained in it as a result of new 
information, future events or otherwise. 
 
Products may require regulatory approvals and may not be available in all markets. 
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