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Media release 
 
 
Straumann acquires minority stake in Dental Wings Inc. 
 

 Transaction underscores Straumann’s commitment to developing an 
open software standard for the dental industry 

 Standardization initiative will considerably simplify processes for dental 
labs and practices, saving time and costs 

 Dental Wings reports strong interest from other companies following 
collaboration announcement with 3M ESPE and Straumann  

 
Basel, 5 July 2011: Straumann, a global leader in regenerative, restorative and 
replacement dentistry, announced today that it has acquired a minority stake of 30% in 
Dental Wings Inc. for an undisclosed sum.  
 
Headquartered in Montreal, Canada, Dental Wings has established itself as a leading 
developer in digital dentistry. It specializes in software for design and manufacturing in 
addition to developing and manufacturing 3D scanners. The company is privately 
owned and, as a result of the transaction, Straumann is represented on its Board of 
Directors. 
 
Straumann’s interest in investing in Dental Wings was signaled at the International 
Dental Show in Cologne in March, when the two companies announced a collaborative 
partnership with 3M ESPE to create an open standard software platform for use across 
a range of dental applications. 3M ESPE and Straumann also announced their 
intention to adopt Dental Wings’ DWOS platform, as the core operating software in 
their CADCAM solutions. 
 
Beat Spalinger, President and CEO of Straumann, commented: “Our investment 
demonstrates Straumann’s commitment to advancing standardization across the 
industry. Dental Wings is one of best-positioned companies to spearhead this initiative, 
not least because their DWOS platform offers the functionality, simplicity and ease-of-
use that customers want. At the same time, it provides the common platform that 
manufacturers need in order to open their systems and attract new business. Together 
with Dental Wings and 3M ESPE, we invite other interested parties to join us in shaping 
the future of this platform – either through investment or simply by using DWOS under 
license”.  
 
The need for standardization in digital dentistry is acute as the number of different 
systems has risen considerably, adding complexity for dentists and dental laboratories. 
The resulting confusion has spawned wariness to invest, limiting growth opportunities. 
Standardized software could solve this situation and is expected to be a main driver of 
the digital market. 
 
Naoum Araj, President of Dental Wings, noted: “Dental professionals should no 
longer be locked into specific scanning or manufacturing systems and we believe that a 
common platform will revolutionize the dental industry. There is no doubt that 
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digitalization will drive dentistry in the future and our goal is to work with multiple 
partners to perfect an open platform that caters to the broadest range of needs. The 
announcement of our collaboration was the first step and it attracted strong interest. 
Since then we have been moving ahead to include other players in the initiative, who – 
like Straumann and 3M ESPE – share our vision and mindset”.  
 
Digitalization: shaping the future 
Digital technologies are becoming increasingly widespread in dentistry and cover a 
broad spectrum of applications – from general practice-management to treatment 
planning, imaging, guided surgery, digital impression-taking, right through to computer-
aided prosthetic design and manufacture. However, the industry is fragmented and few 
systems offer broad connectivity.  
 
The preferred software platform 
The scope, quality, and functionality of the DWOS platform provide a solution of choice 
for communication, design and collaboration within dentistry. DWOS is already 
commercially available as an open system and offers dental laboratories the flexibility 
of designing prosthetics using data from multiple systems and sources, for instance in-
lab model scans, chairside intra-oral scans, and impression scans received directly 
from dental practices. The restorations can then be manufactured in-house or 
outsourced.  
 
Combined resources to drive development 
As digitalization spreads, software requirements will increase but development funding 
is channeled by competing companies to individual systems, many of which serve the 
same purpose. The combined resources of several partners can be expected to 
achieve more than stand-alone providers. DWOS is thus well positioned to become the 
leading open software platform of choice. 
 
 
About Dental Wings  
Established in 2007, Dental Wings is a leading provider of dental CADCAM solutions and is specialized in 
the development of design and manufacturing software dedicated to different dental market segments. The 
company, which is privately owned, also develops, manufactures and sells 3D scanners to the dental 
industry. It is headquartered in Montreal, Quebec, Canada. 
 
About 3M ESPE 
3M ESPE is a pioneer in dentistry, bringing trusted brands to clinicians worldwide for half a century. The 
company manufactures and markets more than 2000 products and services designed to help dental 
professionals improve their patients’ oral health care. 3M ESPE is also a pioneer and leader in digital 
dentistry -- processing millions of successful digitally constructed restorations via the Lava Network for the 
last ten years. 
 
About Straumann 
Straumann entered the field of digital dentistry in 2007, though the acquisition of etkon AG. The Group 
moved into computer guided surgery and intra-oral scanning in 2009. It manufactures CADCAM scanners 
and design software – in addition to being the world leader in implant dentistry. In 2010, the company 
accelerated its push into digital dentistry through the in-house development and launch of the completely 
new Straumann CARES CADCAM system. Headquartered in Basel, Switzerland, the Straumann Group 
(SIX: STMN) is a global leader in implant and restorative dentistry and oral tissue regeneration. In 
collaboration with leading clinics, research institutes and universities, Straumann researches, develops 
and manufactures dental implants, instruments, prosthetics and tissue regeneration products for use in 
tooth replacement and restoration solutions or to prevent tooth loss. Straumann currently employs 
approximately 2360 people worldwide and its products and services are available in more than 70 
countries through its broad network of distribution subsidiaries and partners. 
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Dental Wings, 3M and Straumann support the initiative to extend the Dicom standard to the prosthetics 
value chain. DICOM is a broadly used global Information-Technology standard for medical imaging. 
DICOM's Working Group 22 has started a project to create a standard between dental scanning and 
design, as well as between dental design and manufacturing. The three companies are active participants 
in the project, as well as other major players in the dental field. 
 
 
 
Straumann Holding AG, Peter Merian-Weg 12, 4002 Basel, Switzerland. 
Phone: +41 (0)61 965 11 11 / Fax: +41 (0)61 965 11 01 
E-mail: investor.relations@straumann.com or corporate.communication@straumann.com 
Homepage: www.straumann.com 
 
Contacts: 
 
Corporate Communication: 
Mark Hill  
+41 (0)61 965 13 21 
 
Thomas Konrad 
+41 (0)61 965 15 46 
 
Investor Relations: 
Fabian Hildbrand 
+41 (0)61 965 13 27 
 
Disclaimer 
This release contains certain “forward-looking statements”, which can be identified by the use of 
terminology such as ‘commitment to’, ‘will’, ‘to create’, ‘intention’, ‘could’, ‘expected’, ‘become’, or similar 
wording. Such forward-looking statements reflect the current views of the companies’ managements and 
are subject to known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors that may cause actual results, 
performance or achievements to differ materially from those expressed or implied. These include risks 
related to the success of and demand for the companies’ products, the potential for products to become 
obsolete, the companies’ ability to defend intellectual property, to develop and commercialize new 
products in a timely manner, the dynamic and competitive environment in which the companies operate, 
the regulatory environment, the ability to generate revenues and profitability, and to realize expansion 
projects in a timely manner. Should one or more of these risks or uncertainties materialize, or should 
underlying assumptions prove incorrect, actual results may vary materially from those described in this 
report. Straumann is providing the information in this release as of this date and does not undertake any 
obligation to update any forward-looking statements contained in it as a result of new information, future 
events or otherwise. 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


